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When God was 
pleased to reveal his 
Son to me, I did not 
confer with anyone 
nor did I go to Jeru-
salem, but I went into 
Arabia, and after I re-
turned to Damascus.
After 3 years I did go 
to Jerusalem, with 
Cephas for 15 days. 
The only other 
apostle I saw was 
James.

After 14 
years I 
went to 
Jerusa-
lem, in 
response 
to a reve-
lation

Mark leaves

Paul writes 2 Corinthians (Macedonia)

Apollos in Ephesus, Corinth (Acts 18)

Nero reigns

Saul’s 1st 
Mission, set 
apart with 
Bar na bas, 
from Antioch, 
with Mark 
(Acts 13–14)

John the Baptist 
begins his ministry

Jesus begins his ministry 
in Judea, then focuses 
his work in Galilee. 

Jesus returns to Judea, is 
crucified, resurrected.

Jesus appears to the 
disciples and to James 
(1 Cor 15; Acts 12)

Jesus ascends to the Father. 

notes:

A feathered date bar denotes 
uncertainty. It does not mean 
the event happened over a 
period of years.

A solid date bar indicates the 
year that the event happened. 
It does mean it lasted a year. 
Few dates are known to within 
a few months. If the month is 
known, the text says so.

A solid date bar that spans 
multiple years means the event 
lasted that many years.

A “?” indicates that the event is 
likely but not certain, or the 
place is undertain.

The width of the text box has 
no bearing on the date except 
to align with the left edge of 
the date bar.

Events in gray are extra biblical. 
The sources are reliable but 
there are no Scripture refer-
ence for them.

Other events and additional 
Scripture references for the 
information on this page are 
on the ESV timeline, on the 
next page.

Changes to the timeline, with 
explanations, are on the next 
page, [in gray].

Saul is met by the Lord on the road to Damascus

Pentecost: Jesus’ first 
followers receive the Spirit

Saul in Damascus, Arabia, Damascus (Acts 9; Gal 1)

Saul escapes Damascus in a basket. 
Meets Peter in Jerusalem (Acts 9; Gal 1)

Saul in Tarsus, Syria, Cilicia (Acts 9; Gal 1)

Peter in Lydda, Joppa: heals Aeneas; raises Tabitha 

James writes James, 
early dating

Herod kills James, imprisons 
Peter. Peter rescued. (Acts 12)

Saul’s revelation: 14 years ago (2 Cor 12)

Peter goes to Caesarea

Herod dies (Acts 12)

Saul & Barnabas take famine re-
lief to Jerusalem (Acts 11), return 
to Antioch with Mark (Acts 12)

The Jerusalem 
Council (Acts 15)

Paul and Barnabas 
return to Antioch

Claudius expels Jews from Rome. 
Paul meets refugees Priscilla 
and Aquila in Corinth. (Acts 18)

Paul writes 1–2 Thessa lonians (Corinth)

Paul before Gallio in Corinth

Jesus’ earthly ministry

Paul’s 3rd Mission, from Antioch: Galatia, Phrygia, 
Ephesus, Macedonia, Corinth (Acts 18–21)

Paul in Ephesus. Baptizes John’s followers into 
Christ, casts out spirits; the city riots  (Acts 19)

Mark writes his Gospel

Paul writes 1 Corin  thians (Ephesus) (Acts 19)

Claudius dies (edict exiling Jews repealed)

Priscilla, Aquila return to Rome

Paul starts for 
Rome; shipwrecked 
on Malta (Acts 27)

Letter to the Hebrews is written.

James is martyred

Paul arrives in 
Rome; put in house 
arrest (Acts 28)

Paul: Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colos-
sians, Philemon 

Luke writes Luke, Acts

Paul is released. 
Writes 1 Timothy from 
Macedonia, Titus from 
Nicopolis.

Paul rearrested in Rome

July 19: Rome burns. Nero blames 
and kills many Christians.

Peter writes 2 Peter

Paul writes 2 Timothy

Paul and Peter are martyred

First Jewish-Roman War. Roman proc-
urator Gesius Florus is murdered and 
a Roman garrison wiped out. Nero 
sends Vespasian with three legions.

Romans destroy the Qumran commu-
nity, who beforehand hid the “Dead 
Sea Scrolls” in nearby caves. The 
church in Jerusalem flees to Pella.

John goes to Ephesus

Nero commits suicide; year of the three emperors.

Rebellion quelled in Galilee and 
Samaria; Vespasian is summoned 
back to Rome to become emperor.

Aug 30: Titus, Vespasian’s son, after a 
5-month siege of Jerusalem, desecrates 
the Temple, then destroys it. The Tem-
ple’s menorah, Torah, and veil are dis-
played in a victory parade in Rome. 
The influence of the Sadducees ends. 
The Pharisee Johanan ben Zakkai 
escapes and convinces the Romans to 
allow him and others to settle in 
Jamnia, where they found a school.

May 2: Romans breach the fortress 
at Masada following a 2-year siege. 
936 Jewish rebels commit suicide.

Pliny the Elder writes Natural Hisory

Josephus publishes Jewish War in Rome

Arch of Titus, celebrating his destruction of the Temple, erected in Rome

Domitian, Titus’s brother, persecutes Christians among the Roman nobility

John writes 1 2 3 John, in Ephesus?

Josephus: Jewish Antiquities

Clement writes 
1 Clement to Corinth 

John exiled to Patmos; 
writes Revelation.

Nerva, the first of 
five “good” 
emperors, ends 
persecution

John writes his Gospel, in Ephesus?Paul writes Romans (Corinth)

Paul goes to Je  ru salem. James 
assigns him a vow. Jerusalem 
Council letter reissued. (Acts 21)

Paul is arrested. The Lord tells him 
he will go to Rome. Imprisoned in 
Caesarea two years (Acts 23). Paul 
before Festus, Agrippa (Acts 25)

James writes James, late dating

Paul’s vision: stay in Corinth (Acts 18)

Matthew writes his Gospel

Saul’s revelation: go to Jerusalem (Gal 1)

Paul goes to Jeru-
salem in response 
to a revelation

Paul rebukes Peter at Antioch

Peter & John go to Samaria

Peter’s vision: nothing is unclean; goes to Corne-
lius; the Gentiles receive the Holy Spirit, are bap-
tized (Acts 10). Peter reports to Jerusalem (Acts 11).

Barnabas sent to Antioch, gets Saul (Acts 11)

Paul stoned in Lystra, 
thought dead (Acts 14)

Paul and Barnabas split

Peter goes to Corinth?

Paul meets elders from Ephesus

Priscilla & Aquila in Ephesus

Peter writes 1 Peter

Temple complex completed

Jude writes his letter

Pompeii and 
Herculaneum 
destroyed by 
the eruption 
of Vesuvius

Paul’s 2nd Mission, with Silas, from An-
tioch: Syria, Cilicia, Derby, Lystra (takes 
Timothy), Phyrgia, Galatia, Troas, Mace-
donia (Philippi, Thes sa lonica, Berea), 
Achaia (Athens, Corinth). (Acts 15-18)

Paul writes Galatians (Antioch?)

Paul goes to Jerusalem, then to Antioch

Paul and Silas in prison in Philippi

Cyprus, Anti och of Pisi dia, 
 Iconium, Lystra, Derby, 
Lystra, Iconium, Antioch, 
Pisidia, Perga, Attalia
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Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. I 
went up in response to a revelation.

I did not 
confer with 
any human 
being, nor 
did I go to 
Jerusalem, 
but I went 
away at 
once into 
Arabia, and 
afterwards I 
returned to 
Damascus.

After three 
years I did 
go up to 
Jerusalem, 
to visit 
Cephas and 
stayed with 
him fifteen 
days; but I 
did not see 
any other 
apostle 
except 
James.

I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven.


